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EquiFest 2008 is now history and we hope you have your calendars marked for February 13, 14 and 15, 2009.  Thanks 
to all our members who served as volunteers this year and to all those who attended the event.  This marked the 11

th
 

year that the Kansas Horse Council has produced this successful equine event in the heart of Kansas.  Be sure to visit 
our website often to stay informed of other equestrian activities occurring throughout the state such as the upcoming 
Elk City Trial Ride (see ad on this page). 

 
Thanks also to all our members who have already renewed their memberships for 2008.  It’s not too late to join or 
renew.  Just complete the membership form on this page and mail in your dues or go to www.kansashorsecouncil.com 
and use the PayPal feature.  Your membership provides you with a $1,000,000 personal limited liability insurance policy 
on every horse you own, anytime, anywhere.  You also get a KHC window decal, a purchasing package for discounts at 
local and national businesses, a subscription to Purina’s Better Horses magazine, free advertising on the KHC website 
and the opportunity to apply for scholarships from the Kansas Horse Council Foundation. 
 
We are so happy to have had another extremely successful Kansas Horse Council Foundation Silent Auction at 
EquiFest of Kansas.  Debra Pestinger is the chairperson for this event, and she does an amazing job acquiring such a 
variety of artwork, jewelry, equine services, tack and equipment for which EquiFest attendees can bid.  We were 
especially proud of the 10 exceptional stallion services up for bid.  Proceeds from the 2007 auction provided each of 10 
students a $1,000 scholarship.  All KHC members are encouraged to apply whether you are currently a student or an 
adult continuing your education.  Applications are available on the KHC website or can be obtained directly from the 
office.  All applications are due to the KHC office by April 1, and recipients will be selected and informed by May 15.   
 
The KHC Annual Membership Meeting was held at 7 p.m., Friday, February 29 at EquiFest in Wichita.  Committee 
reports and election results follow: 
 

Last year was recapped by each committee chair: 

 

Legislative – Ed Dewey – attended the American Horse Council meeting in Kentucky and met with 

different state horse council delegates.  Issues that were discussed included:  

1. Horse Slaughter, what to do with Unwanted Horses – Some are just released into the wild.  We 

need to educate people on the responsibilities of horse ownership.  Euthanasia policy is different 

in each state.  Kansas requires at least 100 acres to bury a horse.  Some states and communities 

require a minimum amount of land to have a horse. 

2. Immigration – Kentucky horse racing industry is dependent on immigrant workers.  Educate 

yourself before you take a stand.  If immigrant workers did not exist for our industry, the 

Kentucky horse racing industry might disappear due to lack of workforce. 

3. It is important for all interested parties to join the KHC in order to have the voice you want heard 

in legislative forums. 

 

Jo Turner - gave an update to the Gaming Bill: 

1. It has been 7-10 years in preparation, but the version of the bill that we supported did not pass.   

2. Some counties decided to support a version of the gaming bill, and that version did pass.  

However, it did not include any provision for funding the KHC. 

3. There is a remote possibility that the KHC could receive funding through the bill that passed, but 

it is not likely.  Jo will keep us apprised. 

 

 

http://www.kansashorsecouncil.com/


Trails - Jim Thomas – A list of 20-plus trails is available at the KHC booth.  He reiterated that trails 

need to be used or they might be lost.  Pleasure riding is one of the largest horse activities in Kansas.  He 

also talked about the KHC benefit ride at Elk City trails.  A trails directory is available only via websites 

at this time.  A printed version should be designed and made available for use in various venues.  He will 

keep us apprised of any progress in this area. 

 

Jim also spoke about new trails in Bonner Creek near the Arkansas River close to Dodge City and one 

close to Ft. Scott.  Jim encouraged us all to volunteer to work on the trails and to please thank those that 

do work on them. 

 

Pam Buchanan asked for questions, and none were raised. 

 

Elections: Those members ineligible for re-election to the board included Karen Everhart, Kevin Hankins 

and Ann White.  Nominations were solicited from the floor for the three positions, and no nominations 

were made at the meeting.  Candidates previously nominated for the positions were identified as: 

 

Jill Bremyer-Archer 

Chris Mench 

Sharon Draper 

 

Jill and Chris were present at the meeting and introduced themselves.  Jill is an attorney from McPherson, 

focusing on adoptions and elder law.  She has horses, but her favorite is a mule, Norman.  She knows and 

understands legislative practices and people, but cannot give legal advice to the board because of 

insurance issues. 

 

Chris shows Paints and Pintos in many venues and wants to give back to the equine community by joining 

the KHC BOD.  She is involved in the Ultimate Trail Challenge.  She is also involved in using horses as 

therapy.   

 

A motion was made by Rodney Schwatken to accept the three persons nominated for the KHC BOD as a 

slate of candidates.  This was seconded by Jo Turner, and the motion passed. 

 

Ann White thanked Pattie Stalder for taking over the Administrator position, and also thanked Debra 

Pestinger and Sue Datillo for their work with the KHC Foundation.  She then presented the Bud Newell 

Award to board member Karen Everhart for outstanding service. 

 

New Business: 

Ann White thanked the board for many years of great experiences as her term expires. 

 

Ed Dewey moved to adjourn, Ann White seconded, and the motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
 


